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All farmers should read this!  There is significant “money on the table” for farmers 
through new rules of the federal “Paycheck Protection Program”.  If you’re eligible, 
don’t miss out! 
 

The MSU Extension farm business management team has valuable information for farmers of 
all types and sizes, part-time and small farms included.  The ‘big change’ is that the calculation 
is now based on gross income, not net income.  Could make a difference for you.  Apply before 
March 31, 2021. 
 

If you want to discuss details about your farm’s eligibility, contact MSU Extension Livestock and 
Farm Management Educator Frank Wardynski at 906-281-0918 or  wardynsk@msu.edu.   
 

Paycheck Protection Program Update 
(Source:  National Assoc. of Farm Business Analysis Specialists) 

 

The Economic Aid Act reauthorized the Small Business Administration (SBA) Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) through March 31 and made several modifications beneficial to 
farmers. It also authorizes second draw PPP loans. 
 

Eligible expenses paid with PPP loans are deductible for tax purposes. And Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan (EIDL) advance grants are not taxable. See your tax preparer for details. 
 

New rule for farmers only. Calculation of PPP loans is now based on gross income instead of 
net farm income. Gross income comes from Line 9 of Schedule F. The rule applies to sole 
proprietors and eligible self-employed farmers who report on Schedule F and were in business 
as of February 15, 2020.  
 

This means farmers who did not qualify before may now qualify. It also means farmers who did 
not qualify for the maximum amount may request an increase in the original PPP loan if the 
loan has not been forgiven.  
 

For those without employees the maximum is now $20,833. Those with employees add the 
higher of 2019 or 2020’s monthly payroll multiplied by 2.5. 
 

Increase in existing loan amount. Borrowers may be able to request an increase in the original 
amount of the loan under certain circumstances if SBA has not remitted a forgiveness payment 
to the Lender (the loan is forgiven). This includes the new loan calculation for farmers and 
partnerships that did not include partner compensation in the application. Contact the lender 
that made the PPP loan to request the difference. 
 

Other New Rules.  Borrowers may use 2019 or 2020 for purposes of calculating their maximum 
loan amount. And they may now choose a covered period to pay or incur eligible expenses 
stretching from 8 weeks up to 24 weeks from the date loan proceeds are disbursed.  
 

Eligible expenses for PPP loans have been added including payments for certain business 
software and services, cost for goods that are essential to the operation, and rent and business 
interest paid on obligations incurred before February 15, 2020. These eligible expenses apply 
retroactively to existing unforgiven PPP loans. PPP loans still require that at least 60 percent of 
the proceeds be used for payroll costs. 
 

There is a simplified loan forgiveness application for PPP loans under $150,000.  
 

New Loans (First Draw). A borrower who did not receive a PPP loan in 2020 may apply for a 
new loan based on the new rules. This applies to small businesses, self-employed and sole 
proprietors with or without employees, partnerships, and others in operation on February 15, 
2020.   (continued on Page 2) 
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Second Draw Loans. Borrowers who received a PPP loan during 2020 may be eligible for a second PPP loan, even if the first 
loan has been forgiven. A qualifying borrower: 
• has 300 or fewer employees,  
• will have used all the original loan funds for authorized purposes before the new loan payments are dispersed, and  
• can show gross receipts in any one quarter of 2020 was reduced by at least 25% compared to the same quarter in 2019.  
 

A borrower in operation all four quarters of 2020 need only show that gross receipts for 2020 was reduced by at least 25% 
compared to 2019. PPP forgiveness received in 2020 is not included in gross income. 
 

This is based on SBA guidance through January 13, 2020.  SBA intends to issue guidance on loan forgiveness and the loan 
review process later. 

 

2020 Seed to Kitchen Vegetable Variety Trial Reports Now Available! 

In 2020, the MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center received funding from Organic Valley - Farmers 

Advocating for Organic to address the limitations of traditional vegetable variety research and outreach by implementing 

the Seed to Kitchen Collaborative project in Michigan. The Seed to Kitchen Collaborative, started by Julie Dawson at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, brings together vegetable breeders, seed companies, researchers, organic vegetable 

growers and professional chefs to evaluate the productivity and quality of elite vegetable varieties in organic research 

station and on-farm trials. This year, the North Farm at the Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center grew 43 

different varieties of six vegetables (cucumber, tomato, sweet pepper, onion, carrot and lettuce) in replicated variety trials.   

 

Customers buying local produce at a farmers market, the local food co-op or for use in a restaurant, expect that the 

vegetables they buy will not only be plentiful and beautiful, but also tasty. That is why Seed to Kitchen Collaborative collects 

sensory (tasting) data post-harvest in addition to yield and quality data in the field. This year, we worked with Taste the 

Local Difference to recruit eight local chefs to participate in Seed to Kitchen Collaborative sensory evaluation. Their expert 

palates provided valuable feedback on the flavor, texture and desirability of our many vegetable varieties. 

 

Below are the summarized results of our Seed to Kitchen yellow and red onion variety trial.  Find similar reports for carrots, 

cucumbers, tomatoes, sweet peppers, and lettuce at https://www.canr.msu.edu/uprc/specialty-crops  

2020 Onion Variety Report  

Seed to Kitchen Collaborative 

Michigan State University  - Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 

Management 

In 2020, ten storage onion varieties were trialed at the MSU Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center in Chatham, 

MI.  Onions were seeded in the greenhouse Week 15 (April 10) into 98-cell trays using  Morgan Composting Dairy Doo Seed 

Starter 101 soil media. Onions were trimmed twice while in the greenhouse, once during week 19 (May 8), and week 21 

(May 22). Onions were fertigated after each trim with Morgan Composting Liquid Fish 3-2-2, at a rate of 2oz/gal, applying 5 

gallons across 12 trays. Onions were transplanted at week 23 (June 2).  

Transplanting was done into 30” top raised beds with black plastic mulch.  Plants were spaced 1 ft. apart in-row, with 3 

staggered rows per bed. Each transplant cell contained 3-4 plants, and was planted as such. Irrigation was provided 2 hrs 

weekly via one line of drip tape.  Downy mildew was identified in the field, and Serenade biofungicide was applied four 

times during the growing season at a rate of 4oz/gal and ½ gal per bed. Applications occurred during week 26 (June 24), 

week 30 (July 23), week 31 (July 31) and week 32 (August 8).  

Base fertility applied to the 4’x200’ bed included a granular, feather meal based 10-0-4 (0.003lb/ft²) and potassium sulfate 

(0.001lb/ft²). Fish emulsion and fulvic acid (Morgan Composting Fulvic Blaster) were applied, via fertilizer injection into the 

drip line, twice during the growing season at 2 quarts/acre diluted at a 1:1000 ratio. 

 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/uprc/specialty-crops
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Traits:  Plant Count, Marketable Count, Marketable Weight (kg), Unmarketable Weight (kg), Proportion Unmarketable, 

Unmarketable causes 

Notes on trait measurement:  Once tops had fallen over, onions were pulled and left in the field for three days to dry down 

during weeks 36 (September 2) and week 37 (September 8).  They were then removed from the field, and cured in the 

greenhouse with a 70% light reduction shade cloth on top of greenhouse plastic. Sides and doors were opened to facilitate 

airflow and fans were placed on the onions. Tops were trimmed prematurely to prevent downy mildew from traveling 

from onion tops down into bulbs.  Individual bulb weights were taken on at least 10 bulbs. Onions were then placed in 

cool storage. 

Quality Evaluation:  Flavor evaluation was done by 8 local chefs in the Marquette/Alger county area. Varieties were 

packed with an individual alphanumeric code (no variety names were included in boxes). Boxes were delivered to chefs, 

including  instructions for evaluation and a QR code linking to Seedlinked where data was entered.  Onions were baked at 

400०F for 20 minutes without oil or seasoning. Flavor components sweetness, acidity, and bitterness were rated on a scale 

of 1 (low) to 5 (high). Flavor intensity and complexity were rated on a scale of 1 (low) to 5 (high). Appearance, texture and 

overall flavor were rated from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent).  The likelihood that they would buy it for their restaurant (1=no 

way, 5=yes, definitely) and perceived ease of preparation (1=difficult, 5 = easy), and their degree of preference for the 

variety (1=low, 5= high). 
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Nitrogen application on oats 

Jim Isleib, MSU Extension  

How much nitrogen should you apply to your oats grown for grain?  Regular soil testing test through MSU or another reputable 
soil testing lab is essential to make well-informed decisions about lime, phosphorus, potash and other nutrients as requested.  
But what about nitrogen? 

Nutrient recommendations for nitrogen will be included on your soil test report.  They are based on the crop you intend to 
grow, your yield goal, and any nitrogen credits indicated.  Such credits may include manure application or residual nitrogen 
from a previous crop.  But be aware the nitrogen recommendation is not based on analysis of your soil sample.  It is based on 
decades of sound, scientific research.  Nevertheless, it is a ‘boilerplate’ recommendation, provided by the lab without regard to 
your specific soil sample.  If necessary, you can request a nitrate nitrogen soil test.  This is a very specific and time-sensitive 
test.  Results can vary on the same soil in different soil temperature and moisture conditions.  The level of nitrate nitrogen in 
your soil fluctuates over the growing season.  The nitrate test is useful for crops requiring mid-season nitrogen sidedress, such 
as potatoes, corn and certain vegetables.  For our U.P. small grain crops, the nitrate test is not practical.  

MSU wheat specialist, Dennis Pennington, gave a 30-minute talk on oats and other small grains for northern Michigan during 
the January 15 Michigan State University Extension on-line crop management program.  Dennis’ recorded talk is available on-
line (the link is included in the chart below).  Dennis was questioned about nitrogen application on our small grains.  He 
indicated interest in reviewing the current N recommendations from MSU, and that industries like Kellogg’s in Battle Creek, MI 
require a large volume of high-quality oats for their products.  They contract oat acreage and require their growers to apply 
rates of nitrogen considerably higher than those recommended by MSU.  Oat yields of 100+ bushels per acre are regularly 
achieved by farmers in the U.P., but our average is much lower.  Good management, attention to detail, and adequate fertility 
including nitrogen are all essential to high-yielding, high-quality oats.  If your oats or other small grains are grown as a nurse 
crop, nitrogen considerations are considerably different.  Lower nitrogen rates are desirable to avoid ‘smothering’ the 
developing hay or pasture seeding with an overly thick growth of oats. 

Since U.P. farmers don’t have a human food market with better prices for oats, the crop is considered a ‘feed crop’ and isn’t 
generally considered an attractive cash grain option.  Wheat may be a better choice for a cash crop, since it offers herbicide 
options for annual grass control not available for oats.  Also, poor quality wheat still has a feed alternative even if it doesn’t 
make the grade for human food products.   But good management, including weed control, and better yields on oats should 
still be considered.  Imagine increasing nitrogen on a field with lots of grass weeds…..not pretty! 

Some farmers need the straw from their oat crop as much, or more, than the grain.  Raising oats primarily for straw, instead of 
purchasing straw for bedding, can be a reasonable alternative to purchasing straw bedding on the open market.  Especially if 
the income from oat grain covers some, or all, of the cropping expenses.  Straw, if removed from the field, requires a surprising 
amount of potassium – approximately 57 lbs of K2O per ton removed.  If not replaced, this level of potassium extraction on a 
regular basis can reduce soil fertility in a hurry. 

What am I trying to say?  If you are growing oats, or other spring-seeded small grain, pay close attention to nitrogen 
application.  Think about planting a strip, or part of a field with a different N rate and compare performance.  If your soil test 
tells you 35 lbs N per acre, add a strip at 50 lbs, and another at 70 .  On-farm comparison is a very convincing way to see results 
for yourself.  Too much N can result in lodging – a problem nobody wants.  But inadequate N isn’t good either.  The old ‘stand-
by’ of 200 lbs 19-19-19 fertilizer per acre provides 38 lbs of N, P2O5 and K2O.  Not enough to maximize yield and probably not 
enough to maintain K levels if straw is removed.  With a recent soil test to zero in on pH, P and K needs, and taking nitrogen 
credits into account, you could be one of the 100 bushel per acre crowd this year!       

                             MSU Extension U.P./Northern MI Virtual Pest and Crop Management Update Recordings 

Advancement of N MI Dry Beans, Scott Bales – MSU Dry 
Bean Specialist 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_fysfuao3 

  

29 min 06 sec 

Integrated Wildlife Damage Management in Northern 
Michigan – James DeDecker, Director, MSU UPREC 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_pco4s36m 34 min 05 sec 

MAEAP – Holly Moss, Delta Cons Dist MAEAP Technician https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_hrgi5o8d 10 min 01 sec 

Successful Corn Silage Production – Manni Singh https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_i9qt3rue 31 min 14 sec 

Mixing It Up in Your Hayfield – Kim Cassida https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_n3yj35ru 36 min 37 sec 

Small Grains:  Oats, Barley, Triticale and Straw – Dennis 
Pennington 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_qufmjagz 27 min 39 sec 

https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_fysfuao3
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_pco4s36m
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_hrgi5o8d
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_i9qt3rue
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_n3yj35ru
https://mediaspace.msu.edu/media/t/1_qufmjagz
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Classifieds 
 

FOR SALE:  2nd and 3rd crop alfalfa, small square bales.  
Marenger Potato Farm, Flat Rock. (906)384-6587. 
 

FOR SALE:  Alfalfa Balage, 2nd and 3rd crop alfalfa. $60/
bale. (906) 630-4945. 
 

FOR SALE:  Mixed hay, large round bales, 800#, $20/
bale.  Call Al  (906)647-6697. 
 

FOR SALE:  Koyker 565 Loader with 7 ft bucket.  Also has 
skid steer adapter.  Fits JD 3000-5000 series tractors.  
$2500.  Call Tolfree Farms (908) 884-2351 or email 
countryj@jamadots.com. 
 

FOR SALE:  Hay, large square bales 3x3x7.75 Timothy 
grass, 4,000 to sell. Former dairy farm doing all big 
square bales hay.  Call Dave Bell in the EUP 906-440-
6455 or email Bellsdairy@yahoo.com.  Also a realtor in 
the UP so contact me for real estate here.  Dave@smith-
company.com  

Beautiful property in the Upper Michigan, 130 acres In 
Perkins for sale or pasture for rent for livestock for the 
2020 season. Beautiful river running through it. Great 
for hunting, building or developing, or simple grazing 
livestock.  Land is divided into 9 paddocks with high 
tensile electric fence and 5 stock watering ponds. Call 
(906) 359-4825. 

FARM FOR SALE: Upper Peninsula Farm with over 1,100 
acres, water access, maple syrup production, and much 
more!  Shady Lane Farms 
http://shadylnfarms.wixsite.com/shadylnfarms 
Henry DeGroot (906) 238-4251  
hjdegroot@alphacomm.net 
 
 

FOR SALE:  John Deere B.  Clean, less than 50 hrs on 
rebuild.  Allis-Chalmers C.  New paint, runs good.  Hay 
Hauler.  Hauls up to 10—4x6 round bales, use spear on 
back, don’t have to unhook.  Call Terry (906)644-2777. 

 
 

Farm Job Posting 
 Seeking an experienced farmer to help with cattle 
operation and grain crops on an 800+ acre farm in 
Garden, Michigan on the Upper Peninsula. Farmer is 
responsible for daily care, health and over all well-being of 
cattle and will have experience in hay or grain production. 
Applicants should have the ability to lift up to 50lbs and to 
operate various farm equipment and provide basic repair 
and maintenance. Compensation is competitive based on 
experience.  Housing is available for this position. Please 
forward a summary of your current skills and relevant 
work history to gmzapartments@hotmail.com or contact 
us at 773-929-6007. Please include a contact number so 
we can call you to discuss the opportunity further. 

FOR SALE 
Award Winning Dairy Herd  

Freestall cows 
 
30 Milking             Breeds:      Past 5 years: 
1 Dry              Holsteins                           4 MMPA Bronze 
8 Heifers              Jersey                 1 MMPA Gold 
12 Calves   Holstein-Jersey Cross         National Dairy Gold 
     Brown Swiss-Jersey          National Dairy Silver 
       Milking Shorthorn 
   

                             Call Bill at (906)869-4515 

mailto:gmzapartments@hotmail.com
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Ray’s Feed Mill 
 

Ration & Crop           

Consultants 

Feed  Seed  Fertilizer 

 

(800) 832-1822 or (906) 466-2231 

Bark River & Norway 

At the heart of growing America 
100 years of Ag Experience 

Loans, ag taxes, farm records, consulting 
 

1801 N. Lincoln Road, Suite A, Escanaba, MI 
(906) 786-4487  Fax:  (906) 786-3450 

Johnson Brothers Livestock 
3740 18th Rd. Escanaba, MI 

 

Buying or Hauling Cattle 

St. Louis—Mondays, Gaylord—Wednesdays 

 

Call Gary Johnson  

Office (906) 786-4878 Gary Cell (906) 235-0099 

Steve Cell (906) 399-2858 

Weston, WI 
(715) 573-4924   

www.srangus.com   
 

Service age bulls, open females and show prospects 
for sale private treaty.  Bulls are fertility tested 

and bred for calving ease and performance.   

 

 

 

Registered Maine Anjou and Angus 

CLAY KNOLL FARMS 

Open & Bred Heifers and Breeding Age 

Bulls Available 

 

Breeding cattle to impact the  

present and influence the future.  

                               Breeding Stock—Bulls 

Show Prospects–Steers 

Duane & Lisa Simpkins & Sons 

Duane Cell 989-329-6141 

Lisa Cell  989-578-0328 

Gary & Jan Simpkins 

Home 989-426-8185 

Cell 989-329-4668 

Gladwin, MI 

President: Lee Marciniak 

Secretary: Shannon McHugh-Sanders 

(906) 779-1774  

Renee L. Coyer, D.V.M. 

Upper Peninsula Veterinary Service 

Cooks, MI 49817  

906.399.2043  reneecoyerdvm@gmail.com 

Find me on Facebook: Upper Peninsula Veterinary Service 

mailto:reneecoyerdvm@gmail.com
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Your source for Polled Genetics 

Richlo Dairy Farms 

Engadine, MI  

Polled Holstein, Jersey & Norwegian Red Bulls 

available!   

Employment Opportunities! 

For all information on polled bulls in AI, call 

Jonathan (906) 477-6505 

 
St. Louis Sale every Monday 
Collection point in Escanaba 

Call for more information (989) 681-2191 

SMC 

Stephenson Marketing Cooperative 
We want to be your first choice! 

Agricultural Services & Supplies 
 

Stephenson, MI Powers, MI 
                     (800) 445-6167              (800) 962-3008 

Aurora, WI 
(800) 962-3007 

Skinners 
 

Pickford, MI 
(906) 647-5655 or  

(877) 647-2500 

Kubota, AGCO, Massey-Ferguson, New Idea, Hesston, 
Gehl, Bush Hog, H&S, and Kverneland 

Rosebush Sale Barn, Inc. 
 

Sale 1st Wednesday of each month 
Baby heifer & bull calves sell every Tuesday at noon 

Over 40 years experience in Dairy Business 

If you’re thinking about selling your herd, or a portion of it, 
call us!  We can help!   

Hay & Straw available 
Robert Filhart (989) 330-6005  

www.rosebushsalebarn.com  

Marlette Livestock Auction  
Monthly Dairy & Feeder Cattle Auctions  

Sale date February 13, 2021 
 

Featuring Dairy Cattle, Cow/Calf Pairs & Bred Brood Cows, 
Breeder Bulls, & Feeder Steers & Heifers 

Hay & Straw Auction - Every Monday @ 12:00 PM 
1000+ Small Squares & 150+ Rounds/Large Squares Weekly 

Livestock Auction - Every Monday @ 1:00 PM 
Including Calves, Sheep & Goats, Feeders, Hogs, Bulls, Beef, & 

Butcher Cows 
6381 Euclid St., Marlette, MI 48453 

Robert Filhart, Owner (989)330-6005 
Haley Filhart, Owner (989)430-2055 Follow U.P.  Agriculture on  

Facebook!  

MSU Extension Upper Peninsula  
Agriculture@MSUEUPAg  

and  
MSU Upper Peninsula Research and  

Extension Center @MSUUPREC 
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 Michigan State University 
Upper Peninsula Research and Extension Center 
P.O. Box 168, E3774 University Drive 
Chatham, MI 49816 

Serving the Upper Peninsula Agricultural Industry 

Michigan State University Extension is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and 
materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disabil-

ity, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status, or veteran status.   

U.P. Ag Connections appreciates the support of this newsletter by our advertisers, however in no way does this imply endorsement  
of any specific products or services. 

If you do not wish to receive this publication, please contact Michelle at colema98@msu.edu or (906) 439-5114 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Market Report 
Choice Steers   $90--$110 per 100 lbs.  
Holstein Steers   $90-$103 per 100 lbs.  
Hogs    $45-$52 per 100 lbs.  
Lambs    $170-$200 per 100 lbs.  
Cull cows   $50-$60 per 100 lbs.  
Calves    $50-$100 per 100 lbs.  
Goats    $200-$350 per 100 lbs.  
Breeding and Feeder Animals  
Grade Holstein cows    $1000-$1125/head  
Grade Holstein bred heifers  $1000-$1725/head 

Feed Prices across the U.P.     
          Avg. $/cwt    Avg. $/ton    Price Range 
Corn  $13.01       $260.25 $200-382 
Soymeal $27.44      $548.75 $530-580 
Oats  $13.49      $269.75 $239-340 
Barley  $12.16      $243.25 $200-314 
Average price/100 wt. for 1 ton lots 
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BULL SALE 
MARCH 20, 2021 – 12:30 PM   

ANGUS, RED ANGUS, CHAROLAIS, HEREFORD,  

SIMMETAL & SIM/ANGUS BULLS 

FOR REPORTS, CATALOG AND PROGRAM INFO, 

VISIT: 

www.MIBulls.com  

375 Mount Hope Rd, Crystal, MI 

Visitors needing individual arrangements can contact  

Station Manager Brian Plank at (989) 506-2061 

Call MCA (517)347-8117 to request a  

printed catalog.   

 

 

 

    BID AND VIEW LIVE ONLINE  

     WWW.DVAUCTION.COM  

March 6, 2021 

10 am—1 pm 

Covid safety protocols 
will be observed. 

http://www.MIBulls.com
http://WWW.DVAUCTION.COM

